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Profile

MATSUMOTO Shigeru is Professor
at Tokyo International University,
Director of its International
Communication Education Institute,
and Professor Emeritus at Rikkyo
University. Major: Communication
Education, Argumentation Studies,
English Education. He is also the
Vice President of the High School
English Debate Association
(HEnDA), Director of the National
Association for Classroom Debate
(NADE), Director of the Japan
Debate Association (JDA), Director
of the Gunma Akao Scholarship
Foundation (GASF), and Councilor of
the English Language Education
Council (ELEC).
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Welcome to the All Japan High School Forum 2021!

MATSUMOTO Shigeru

Vice-Chair, WWL Planning and Evaluation Committee Professor,
Tokyo International UniversityProfessor Emeritus, Rikkyo University

I commend each of you participants in the All Japan High School Forum 2021.
You are involved in a very worthwhile endeavor which will give you valuable
experience to help you in the years ahead.

This is important because we live in a rapidly changing world. Such change
has been called the "fourth industrial revolution” or even a "super smart society.”
In many respects, our lives are becoming more convenient and safer. Yet, on the
other hand, some aspects of today s world are becoming more dangerous. And the
gap between the rich and the poor seems to be widening.

I am encouraged that high school students like you not only engage in club
activities and prepare for entrance exams, but also see various global issues as your
"jibungoto." You devote your time to researching these issues diligently, and you
present your findings. This kind of problem-solving and cross-curricular, inquisitive
learning will lead to a better understanding of world problems. You can be an
agent of change in the future and be a valuable human resource for society itself.

This forum is an important opportunity to not only make presentations, but also
to listen to the thoughts of students from other schools and ask questions, reflecting
on your own learning. In addition, during your research, you have interacted with
researchers, experts, practitioners, citizens, undergraduate and graduate students
in Japan and abroad. I believe the WWL consortium and SGH activities are very
meaningful in promoting this kind of exchange.

Because of the spread of COVID-19, the forum is held online again this year.
However, being online gives us the advantage of not having to worry about physical
distancing, time differences or travelling. And it also shows us a new way of
holding forums. In any case, I hope that all of you will receive a lot of intellectual
stimulation through this forum. Have a great time!





